JOURNAL OF

] HADITH STUDIES

AR TP W A P W [t 2

Ll 4w g duwlyd

Vol 10. No. 1 (June 2025)
elSSN: 2550-1488

journalofhadith.usim.edu.my

G sY B

(Majma“ Bihar al-Anwar fi Ghara’ib al-Tanzil wa Lata’if al-Akhbar" by Muhammad bin Tahir

al-Fattant: A Descriptive and Critical Study)

Syed Abdul Majid Ghouri

Fakulti Pengajian Quran dan Sunnah, Universiti Sains Islam Malaysia (USIM)

Abstract

Gharib al-Hadith refers to the obscure and infrequently used terms within the texts
of prophetic traditions that are often difficult to understand due to their rarity. This
field represents a distinguished and essential branch of hadith sciences, as it
enables precise understanding of the intended meanings behind the sayings of the
Prophet Mukammad (S.A.W). Throughout Islamic history, leading scholars of
hadith and Arabic linguistics have made significant contributions to this discipline.
Among them is Shaykh Muhammad bin Tahir al-Fattani, a prominent Indian hadith
scholar of 10th-century Hijri. He authored a notable work titled Majma * Bihar al-
Anwar fi Ghara’ib al-Tanzil wa Lata’if al-Akhbar, in which he clarified obscure
terms found in the hadith literature, particularly in the Sihah and the Sunan
collections. Since its appearance, this book has been widely received and
appreciated by hadith scholars and students, becoming a key reference in the study
of gharib al-hadith. This research presents a descriptive and critical analysis of
the work, while also highlighting the significance of gharib al-hadith and the
scholarly attention it has received through both commentary and authorship. The
researcher adopts two methodological approaches: the descriptive method is used
to introduce the book and to outline the methodology followed by al-Fattanr in its
compilation. The critical method, on the other hand, is employed to assess the
book’s unique features as well as its limitations. Based on this analysis, the study
concludes that gharib al-hadith is an indispensable field within hadith sciences
and that familiarity with it is essential for accurately understanding the Prophet’s
intended meanings. Al-Fattani’s contribution through this work is notable for its
scholarly value and its unique features, placing it among the most significant
writings in the discipline—despite certain methodological shortcomings in its
structure and execution.
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