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Abstract

This study aims to elucidate the character of ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak and his
methodology in evaluating and preferring among narrators. ‘Abd Allah ibn al-
Mubarak ibn Wadih was Imam, Shaykh al-Islam, the scholar of his time, and the
leader of the pious in his era, Abii ‘Abd al-Rahman al-Hanzali. He was born in the
year 118 AH and died in 188 AH. He began seeking knowledge at the age of twenty.
This study employs a qualitative method, using a library research approach for
data collection. The data obtained are secondary sources, including contemporary
articles, books, and classical heritage texts. For data analysis, the study uses a
descriptive-analytical method and draws conclusions based on an inductive
conceptual approach.The study concludes that ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak utilized
various expressions of preference among narrators, such as: afdal (better), a ‘lam
(more knowledgeable), irtafa ‘a (more elevated), arwa (more prolific in narration),
ahfaz (more precise in memorization), a ‘bad (more devout), awra‘ (more pious),
afqah (more versed in jurisprudence), and asahh (more authentic), in addition to
negative formulations. He preferred some narrators over others in various aspects
such as knowledge, memorization, devotion, jurisprudence, piety, narration, and
more. For example, he described Sufyvan al-Thawrt as the most knowledgeable and
superior narrator in an absolute sense. He preferred al-Fudayl ibn ‘lyad in terms
of piety, Ma ‘mar for narrations from al-Zuhri, Abii Hanifah in jurisprudence, and
Abii Nu‘aym’s book in authenticity. He also used negative expressions to imply
preference in some cases. He made comparative evaluations (al-mufadalah)
among fourteen narrators from different regions and often compared a specific
narrator with all others he knew. These acts of comparison reflect the depth of
knowledge possessed by ‘Abd Allah ibn al-Mubarak, his mastery in the science of
narrators (‘Ilm al-Rijal), as well as his dedication to worship and practicing what
he learned.
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